10	ESSAYS ON ECONOMIC TRANSITION
1793 and the middle of the nineteenth century fall under three
main types. The Zamindari settlement which created large indi-
vidual 'landlords was introduced in the Eastern Region (exclud-
ing Assam) in 1793 ; the miyat\vari settlement which dealt with
individual landholders was introduced in the Southern Triangle,
whereas the mahalwari settlements, which dealt neither with large
individual landlords nor with small peasant landholders but with
the village elders in their capacity as landlords, was introduced
in the Great North. In all these settlements, the traditional insti-
tution of village community was completely side-tracked and the
manner and mode of revenue payment were overhauled. How-
ever, the general pattern of the raiyatwari and mahalwari land
settlements was not altogether different from the pre-nineteenth
century forms of landholding in the Southern Triangle and the
Great North. Zamindari settlement, however, was entirely
different.
Under the Zamindari settlement, former tax-gatherers (known
as Zamindars), who were no more than mere agents of the former
governments appointed for the collection of land revenue, were by
the Act of 1793 declared full proprietors of the areas over which
their rights of land revenue collection extended. Such a decision
by Lord Cornwallis of Yorktown "fame" was taken despite the
strong objections put forward by Shore and James Grant (Jr.)
in their long and laborious minutes.9 The reasons for so rudely
dispossessing millions of landholders and turning them overnight
into tenants-at-will are buried deep in what R. H. Tawney called
"the dust in the forgotten lumber-rooms" of history. However,
to understand the present, it is necessary to disturb the long-settled
layers of this dust.
Lord Cornwallis himself declared in one of his circulars
dated September 18, 1789, and quoted by M. Kovalevsky
in Ms hitherto untranslated scholarly work in Russian,
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